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Learning Goals

● Build understanding about Michigan’s early intervention 

system, Early On and Build Up Michigan

● Learn about Help Me Grow Michigan and the supports 

and resources available to families 

● Gain knowledge about how to connect children and 

families to services

● Learn strategies to discuss developmental concerns with 

parents/caregivers



Michigan’s Early 
Intervention System



Early On in Michigan

“To enable young children to be active and successful participants 

during the early childhood years and in the future in a variety of 

settings, in their homes, with their families, in child care, in preschool, 

and in the community.”

Purpose of Early Intervention

Source: ECTA Center

https://ectacenter.org/idea.asp


What is Early On?

● A statewide system of early intervention services mandated by federal 

legislation & is implemented by local school districts or intermediate 

school districts. 

● Designed to help families build the supports and services that will 

promote the development of their infants and toddlers with 

developmental delays and disabilities.

● Provides early intervention services to eligible infants and toddlers

● Some children also qualify for Michigan Mandatory Special Education.



Early On Services are:

• For children with a pre-existing condition or developmental 

delay from birth up to their 3rd birthday.

• Free & Voluntary

• Strength(s) based

• Family centered

• Focused on parent and professional partnerships

• Provided in natural environment (home, community, daycare, 

etc.)



Eligibility for Early On Services:

• Early On eligibility is determined after an evaluation is conducted

• Any infant or toddler with a pre-existing medical condition

⚬ Early On Established Conditions List

• Developmental delay

https://www.michigan.gov/mileap/-/media/Project/Websites/mileap/Documents/Early-Childhood-Education/earlyon/EO-Established-Conditions-list.pdf?rev=832548405ac2478898625ee63d09f17e&hash=AB7D2F404090CAD6EC8552F991593FE3


How Does Early On Define Developmental Delay?

• <2 months of age: any delay

• 2-36 months of age: 20% delay, compared to same age peers, in 

any domain as determined by an evaluation

⚬ Cognitive (play and problem-solving skills)

⚬ Communication (understanding and talking skills)

⚬ Social/emotional (bonding and interaction)

⚬ Adaptive/self-help (feeding, dressing, bathing skills)

⚬ Physical (gross and fine motor, including hearing and vision)



When to Make a Referral to Early On?

If an established 

condition exists

When a 

parent/caregiver 

expresses concerns

When you have a 

concern about a 

child’s development

When a 

developmental 

screening tool 

suggests a potential 

concern 



When to Make a Referral to Early On?









Normalize Talking about 
Milestones

● Create shared language about child development across 

partners

● Integrate milestone conversations into everyday touchpoints

● Support families in knowing what to expect at different ages

● Reduce stigma around developmental questions or concerns

● Strengthen early identification through consistent 

messaging

  



• Anyone can make a referral to Early On!
• Recommend that the family make the referral 

or provider can assist them.

• Online: www.1800earlyon.org
• By phone: 1-800-Early-On (1-800-327-5966)
• Contacting your local county Early On directly: 

https://eotta.ccresa.org/Contacts.php?id=1

Who Can Make a Referral?

How to Make a Referral to Early On:

https://www.1800earlyon.org
https://www.1800earlyon.org
https://www.1800earlyon.org
http://www.1800earlyon.org/
https://eotta.ccresa.org/Contacts.php?id=1


Build Up Michigan 

“Build Up is devoted to supporting the Child Find mandate of the 

Individuals with Disabilities Education ACT (IDEA).  Build Up is a campaign 

that conducts targeted public awareness through statewide media, 

grassroots efforts, a traveling statewide display board and marketing.  Build 

Up provides support to locate and identify young children ages 3 through 5, 

who maybe be in need of special education supports and/or services. ”

Preschool Special 

Education Services for 3-5 



What are Preschool Services 

and Where Are They Located?  

● Michigan Early Childhood Special Education (ECSE) services include special 

instruction and related services provided to young children, ages 3 though 5, 

who qualify under the Individuals with Disabilities Act (IDEA) , Part B. 

● In Michigan, Part B of IDEA is implemented by Michigan’s 56 Intermediate 

School Districts (ISDs). 

● Michigan's ECSE program offers a Free and Appropriate Public Education 

(FAPE) to all eligible children at no cost to their families, and in the Least 

Restrictive Environment (LRE).

● LRE means that young children with disabilities should get services in 

community-based preschool settings and programs whenever possible.

  

https://search.usa.gov/search?utf8=%E2%9C%93&affiliate=ed.gov&query=least+restrictive+environment
https://search.usa.gov/search?utf8=%E2%9C%93&affiliate=ed.gov&query=least+restrictive+environment


• A parent must make the request!

• Recommend that the family make the 

request or provider can assist them.

• Call your Build Up Coordinator

• OR Call 844-464-0005

• You can fill out a Help Me Grow Inquiry 

Who Can Make an Inquiry?

How to Make an Inquiry to Build Up: 

https://www.1800earlyon.org
https://www.1800earlyon.org
https://www.1800earlyon.org
https://miearlychildhood.org/index.php
https://miearlychildhood.org/index.php
https://buildupmi.org/get-connected/
https://www.helpmegrow-mi.org/counties




Help Me Grow Michigan



What is Help Me Grow?

Single point of connection for families & 
providers

Forward Facing: 

Behind the Scenes:
Connecting the system – enhancing and 

filling in the gaps





Help Me Grow Michigan
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Real Story. Real Impact.

As an older first-time mom, I thought experience and 
resources would make parenting easier until my youngest 
was placed on a behavior plan at 3 and daily emails from 

teachers became my new normal. Help Me Grow stepped 
in like a best friend, guiding us through the evaluation 
process at our own pace. That support led to an autism 

diagnosis our pediatrician's screenings had missed 
entirely. Without Help Me Grow, we wouldn't have the 

answers or the path forward that our family needed. 



When & How to Refer to HMG 
☑ 0-3 Early On/3-5 Special Education

☑ Parenting Support like Home   

       Visiting or Parenting Groups

☑ ASQ Screening

☑ Child Development Questions/ 

 Concerns

☑ Early Childhood Basic Needs 

 Support 

☑ Child Care or Preschool

https://www.helpmegrow-mi.org

/counties

Call or Text

844-HMG-0005



Triage Support for the System

CDC Milestone & Care 
Coordination

ASQ Online at HMG

Early On/Build Up



Developmental Screening

● Provides a “snapshot” look at a child’s 
development

● Intended to identify the need for further 
assessment to verify delay in any 
developmental or health domain

● Implemented with adaptations or special 
attention to cultural & linguistic 
variability

● Strengths based - it is easy to share 
results and talk about a child’s 
development



How can you engage with screening? 
When there is a concern: 

● Free access through Help Me Grow 
Michigan

● Visit helpmegrow.mi-org/asq to find where 
you can complete an ASQ

● Share this link with families

● Have providers fill out the ASQ on child

● Our Care Coordinator will share results 
with the family and offer next steps either 
way! 

helpmegrow.mi-org/asq



How to Communicate with Parents 

about Potential Delays
• Approach nonjudgmentally and be supportive

• Start with what families are seeing for the child’s development as 

well as their concerns

• Focus on strengths and milestones

• Don’t reassure parents too quickly, “everything is going to be fine” - 

can feel dismissive and shows a lack of understanding

• Refrain from using jargon

• Reassure parents that they did nothing wrong to cause delay

• Help parents understand not to compare their child to another child 

the same age- especially if a child does have a delay



How to Communicate with Parents 

about Potential Delays

• Help parents understand that there is a time range for meeting 

developmental milestones - just because they aren’t meeting a 

milestone now doesn’t mean they won’t in the future

• Help parents understand that the earlier services start, the 

better the outcomes

• Explain that if a referral is made and the child isn’t found 

eligible, family can still be connected with other supports or 

resources

• Determine next steps with family as a team 



When you don’t know, 
call Help Me Grow.



Support birth to 3: Early On
Support 3-5: Build Up 
Support B-5: Help Me Grow

https://1800earlyon.org/
https://buildupmi.org/get-connected/
https://www.helpmegrow-mi.org/


Questions & 
THANK YOU!

State Level Contacts

MiLEAP-Early-On@michigan.gov

Please reach out to us at:
Early On

Local Level Contacts

Build Up

Help Me Grow Michigan 
Local Level Contacts

Local Level Contacts

https://www.michigan.gov/mileap/early-childhood-education/early-learners-and-care/special-ed-05/early-on-michigan
mailto:MiLEAP-Early-On@michigan.gov
https://eotta.ccresa.org/Contacts.php?id=1
https://www.eotta.ccresa.org/Contacts.php?id=17
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/15_I1CfoNgqJd1X8p3oFs_EJPwQ8E50x136VTiftTTAE/edit?gid=0#gid=0

